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PET CORNER
Can you give  
Honey a 
forever home? 
To find out more 
about Honey, go 
to page 13...

39 Park Avenue, Oxford  

Phone (03) 3124 195   
Telephone operates 24-hours/day, 7 days per week

Hauora tuatahi mo te Iwi Whanua

The Oxford Community Health Centre Offers:
• Ongoing support of health and well-being
• Modern and friendly environment with a multi-disciplinary health 
   provider team
• GP, Nurse Practitioner and Rural Nurse Specialist day clinics
• Practice Nurse clinics offering health advice and follow-ups ( including
   Diabetic clinics, Cardio-Vascular Risk Assessments, Mental Health 
   Support, Smear taking; Smoking Cessation; triage appointments)
• Lab services with Phlebotomist offering Blood Test Clinics
• Accident and Emergency with 24hr urgent medical service
• Hours extended from 7.30am – 7.00pm Monday/Tuesday and 7.30am –
  5pm Wednesday/Thursday/Friday
• Book an appointment or request a repeat prescription online at: 

 www.oxfordhealth.nz

Time to hang up their mail bags: Jill and John Hardy, pictured with their dog 
Abi, are looking forward to sleeping in and settling into a ‘normal life’ with their 
animals on their lifestyle block.

to think about doing something different 
when the offer came in for the contract – it 
happened just at the right time,” says John. 
The couple has enjoyed meeting and getting 
to know so many people on the route, and 
hope they achieved their goal of bringing 
the community closer together through 
good customer service, which also included 
setting up a community email list.  Through 
the email locals could discover details of lost 
pets, fruit and vegies for sale, along with 
people looking for or offering work.
John says he has had a few amusing surprises 
with a variety of items found in letterboxes, 
including one memorable occasion when 

he discovered loaves of bread in every box 
on one road. He has also been joined en 
route by a piglet and numerous dogs that he 
delivered safely back to their homes.
Jill and John plan a few quiet weeks to rest 
and catch up on life before deciding what to 
do with all their new-found spare time.
They wish to thank everyone for their emails 
and phone calls, ‘it is lovely that so many 
people have taken the time to thank us and 
wish us well’.
The new contractors, Graeme and Jenny, 
are local residents who are keen to continue 
‘doing things the way they have always been 
done’.

After nearly 
nine years of 
3.30 am starts, 
rural delivery 
contractors Jill 
and John Hardy 
are putting their 
feet up for a well-
earned break.
The busy couple   
officially hang up 
their mail bags on 
June 20. However, 
they will be 
‘staying around 
for a week or so’ in 
order ease the new 
contractors into 
their new role. 
“We were starting

New lifestyle beckons
Words & Photo: 
Cathy Dee

For those who love fine china, linen of 
yesteryear, the lustre of crystal and other 
beautiful old things, the Oxford Union 
Parish is holding a special fundraiser sale 
on Saturday, July 29.
Organisers Elinor Percival and Anne Croft 
say the sale is for anyone interested in 
finding a bargain or matching something 
they may have at home, or they may find 
something that reminds them of Grandma.
The church has already had donations 
of china, crystal, decorative wall plates, 
embroidered tablecloths and serviettes. 
“We’ve also been donated some modern 
children’s quilts to sell as well.”
Any items of value will be valued 
professionally.
Funds raised will go towards upgrading the 
facilities at the Union Church.
“We are aiming to raise $1000 however 
anything we raise will be a blessing.” 

For more details of  the sale and for items to donate 
please check out the church’s ad on page 5...

Beautiful old things
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Venue Maps available on the day from 9am to 11am 
at Pearson Park Oval, off Dohrmans Road, off 

Bay Road, or you can sign up to receive one by 
email: oxfordgaragesale2017@gmail.com

Or after 11am by Pine Tree, Main Street, Oxford
Facebook: Great Oxford Garage Sale Trail 2017

www.oxfordnewzealand.co.nz 

An extravaganza of new, 
recycled, second 

hand, vintage, 
treasures, odds & ends 

PLUS local business 
sales tables 

Sunday 
6 August 2017
9.00 am to 2.00 pm
in and around the
Oxford Township

KAIAPOIARTEXPO.CO.NZ

CORCORAN FRENCH

KAIAPOI ART EXPO
- AND FESTIVAL -

OPEN STUDIO DAY • HAVE-A-GO 
ART ON QUAY OPENING • LIVE ICE SCULPTING

more info at www.kaiapoiartexpo/festival 

15 & 16 JULY, 10AM TO 5PM
RIVERVIEW LOUNGE, KAIAPOI CLUB

GUEST ARTIST CORINA HAZLETT • GOLD COIN ENTRY

SCHOOL ART EXPO sponsored by 

Bowden 
Environmental
Resource Management Consultants
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Let us take the stress 
out of your travel 

We offer:
• airport transfers - early
  morning/late evening 24/7
• door to door pick up & 
  drop off service
• seating for up to 7
  passengers
• the cheapest rates in North
  Canterbury
We are:
• locally owned & operated
• an ACC Accredited Provider
• NZ Transport Agency 
  Certified

P h o n e :  3 1 2  1 3 6 0
M o b : 0 2 1  2 5 4  5 2 6 1

O X F O R D
SHUTTLE SERVICE
& AIRPORT TRANSFERS

E m a i l :  r . j . e d w a r d s @ x t r a . c o . n z

Time + Travel + Mileage + Convenience = Best Rates in North Canterbury
“cheaper than taking your own car”

25% off ALL
Ladies Fashion

News

NEED TO ADvERTiSE? CALL US ON 0800 627 378 37 (0800 OBSERvER)

Bargain hunters delight
The Great Oxford Garage Sale Trail is 
back again, and this year promises to be 
just as exciting for bargain hunters.  
This is the eighth year of the trail being run.
If you love to fossick around at garage sales 
looking for a bargain or a unique find, then 
it is all happening in Oxford on Sunday, 
August 6 from 9am to 2pm.
Organised by the Oxford Promotions 
Action Committee (OPAC) maps of the 
sites can be pre-ordered to receive by email 
or if you want to pick up one on the day they 
will be available at the Pearson Park Oval, off 
Dohrmans Road,  from 9am to 11am and 
after 11am in front of the ‘pine tree’ in Main 
Street.  A gold coin donation for the map 
to help with extensive advertising around 
Canterbury would be appreciated.
“Each year it has brought hundreds into our 
town and this year should be no different,” 
says OPAC garage sale co-ordinator, Ron.  
“It brings people from all around Canterbury 
to our town”.
Normally there are  30-35 sites around Oxford 
township, as well as business sales tables.  To 
register your garage sale, go to the ‘Great 
Oxford Garage Sale Trail 2017’ Facebook 
page or email OxfordGarageSale2017@
gmail.com.

Rubbish was the main topic of conversation 
at the Cust Community Network AGM 
held recently at Cust School.  
Kitty Waghorn from Waimakariri District 
Council first gave an outline of the 
requirements for setting up a recycling facility 
in Cust, similar to the one used at Oxford.  
While this idea has been raised before, the 
Cust Community Network decided to 
approach Council again considering the 
growth in population, particularly in regards 
to lifestyle block owners who currently 
dispose of their recycling at either Rangiora 
or Oxford.
Ms Waghorn advised that the first step “is 
there a need/would it be used?” has been 
completed with the Cust Community 
Network online survey, which showed 
strong support with over a 100 responses.  
“Issues such as location, funding and 
maintenance now need to be put into a 
report for the Rangiora Ashley Community 
Board before further discussion is held with 
Cust residents,” she stated.
The Council is also proposing to consult 
shortly on a three bin system for urban 
residents, including Cust and Oxford 
villages.  The difference between this and 
prior consultation is that residents can

choose to opt out of having three bins and 
continue using rubbish bags.  See page 11.
“This change came about after community 
feedback from smaller households and 
those on fixed incomes, who may not need 
the capacity offered by the extra bins and 
are worried about the additional cost,” Ms 
Waghorn said.
In addition to the recycling proposal, the 
Cust Community Network is working on a 
local book exchange, a potential bus shelter 
for the village, and is starting preliminary 
discussions with Council and stakeholders 
on an upgraded reserve plan/facilities 
for the Jack Graham Reserve at the Cust 
Community Centre.  The group, born out 
of the Cust Vision Cafes, was incorporated 
in 2013 and acts as an advocacy group to 
improve facilities in Cust and connect 
residents.  
See the Cust Community Network Facebook 
page or website www.custvillage.co.nz for 
more information or phone the chairperson, 
Kirstyn, on 312 5150 or 021 312 230.

Talking rubbish in Cust
Recycle option: 
The Cust Community Network 
is working towards setting 
up a recycling facility in Cust 
similar to the one at Oxford.
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“bringing the community together...”

Got a community activity that 
brings people together? 

Call the Oxford Community Trust 
to list your activity here...
(03) 312 3006
37 Main St, Oxford

Oxford Community Trust
is responsive to the physical, social, 

emotional,and financial needs of individuals, 
families and groups of people within the 

community of Oxford and Districts.

Mini Bus Trips
Oxford Community Trust has transport 

and drivers available to take you out of Oxford 
to go shopping, movies, coffee with friends or 

any activities you decide.

  Thurs July 6:    Shopping or Casino in
                            Christchurch
  Thurs July 20:  Shopping in Rangiora
  Tues August 1: Hanmer Trip

  Cost:  $12.00 Christchurch return
             $8.00  Rangiora return 
           $20.00  Hanmer Trip

Phone the Trust 312 3006 to have a chat 
about your activity or to make a booking.

on one of  our trips.

• NZ Lottery Grant Board
• Community Organisation Grant Scheme
• The Rata Foundation
• Waimakariri District Council 
• United Way NZ

Thank you to our Fab Five 
Funders...

Oxford’s Got Talent
Entries are now open for years 7-13.

1st price $200, 2nd prize $100, 3rd prize $50
To enter, contact Julia on 021995942.

Waimak Kids OSCAR
July 10th – 14th & 17th – 21st

8.30 – 3pm $28.00 per day
Oranga Tamariki and MSD approved. We would 

like our families to know we have just been 
through a re-approval process with MSD and 

they are very happy with the quality of  
our programme.

AND DISCOVER AT CUST PRESCHOOL
• Beautiful purpose built learning environment
• Fun and learning through purposeful play
• Unique rural ‘village’ feel environment
• Qualified, experienced teachers
• Locally owned and operated

“Providing high quality care and education 
in our village environment, where children are unhurried 

and have time to think, talk, and learn through play.”

CUST PRESCHOOL
Monday-Friday 8.30-4.00
For more information, visit: 

www.custpreschool.co.nz   

ENROLLINGnow

PLAY, EXPLORE, LEARN, IMAGINE

Ph: 03 310 2343

(Please Note: No LPG refills on Saturdays)

100’s of products for the

OPEN MON - FRID 7.00AM TIL 5.30PM
SATURDAY 9.00AM TIL 1.00PM

YOUR ONE STOP HARDWARE STORE

YES, IN OXFORD!
100’s of products for the 

Handyman or Handywoman
Garden Tools • LPG Refills  

Fencing Requirements • Power Tools 
Nuts, Bolts & Nails • Lawn Mower Parts

OPEN MON – FRI 7.00AM TIL 5.30PM 
SATURDAY 9.00AM TIL 1.00PM

Ph: 03 312 4521
82 HIGH STREET, OXFORD 

email: admin@womersleys.co.nz
www.womersleys.co.nz

YOUR ONE STOP HARDWARE STORE

YES, IN OXFORD!
100’s of products for the 

Handyman or Handywoman
Garden Tools • LPG Refills  

Fencing Requirements • Power Tools 
Nuts, Bolts & Nails • Lawn Mower Parts

OPEN MON – FRI 7.00AM TIL 5.30PM 
SATURDAY 9.00AM TIL 1.00PM

Ph: 03 312 4521
82 HIGH STREET, OXFORD 

email: admin@womersleys.co.nz
www.womersleys.co.nz

YES, IN OXFORD

Ph: 03 312 4521
82 HIGH STREET, OXFORD

Email: admin@womersleys.co.nz
www.womersleys.co.nz

Handyman or Handywoman
Yates Seeds, Seed Potatoes, & Products

Garden Tools • LPG Refills
Fencing Requirements • Power Tools

Nuts, Bolts & Nails • Lawn Mower Parts

News

Wrestling siblings   

School holiday boredom busters

On the wall of the old steward’s room at 
Rangiora Racecourse, where the Rangiora 
Amateur Wrestling Club meets on a 
Wednesday night, is a verse that begins: 
‘Wrestling prepares a person to fight the 
game of life.’ 
For eight-year-old Charlotte Shelley and her 
brother, Manu (6), it is simply fun – both 
have been wrestling for two years. And they 
are good at it too – no other sport has  had a 
look in since they gave wrestling a go.
Charlotte, who won a silver medal at the 
South Island Championship last year, 
recently came third in the unisex 36kg weight 
division at the Canterbury Championships 
held in Rangiora. Manu, who competes in 
the up to 10-year-old 22kg division, remains 
undefeated. 
The children practice two nights a week 
leading up to a tournament. Manu says he 
doesn’t get nervous before competing in 
tournaments like he does in other sports. 
He particularly enjoys the ‘takedowns’, a 
technique that involves off-balancing an 
opponent and bringing them to the ground. 
That, and the fact that “sometimes at 
tournaments you get trophies”. 
Charlotte, however, does get very nervous

before competing, but once she is on the 
mat, she is okay and enjoys tackling her 
opponents. 
In the future, Manu would like to try 
boxing, but Charlotte says she would like 
to stay with wrestling.  She was born on 
the same day as the opening of the Beijing 
Summer Olympics on  August 8, 2008, and 
as such, her goal is to represent New Zealand 
in wrestling at the Olympics one day.  
The children’s mum, Rebekah, is happy to 
have them both in one place when it comes 
to sports practice for the time being. She is 
a passionate supporter of the sport and says 
that aside from a sense of enjoyment, kids 
get fitness and coordination from it as well 
as building self-esteem. 

Competitive edge: Siblings Charlotte (8) and 
Manu (6) Shelley are a wrestling force on the mat.
Photo supplied.

An exciting lineup of Kidsfest activities 
and events, organised by Oxford Library,  
will be on offer in Oxford for children 
during the winter school holidays running 
from Sat 8 to Sat, July 22.
Activities and events include a detective 
game using hidden clues to solve a series 
of mystery trails; learning how to design a 
paper plane; a family quiz night; finding out 
how to make a video game; and

a dazzling display of circus mastery by 
MulletMan at the Oxford Town Hall on 
Friday 21, July.
To register for the activities and to book/
purchase tickets to the Mulletman show, 
contact the library on 03 311 8901. 
Check out their Facebook page for a week of 
giveaways leading up to the school holidays, 
where there will opportunities to win tickets 
to the Mulletman show, and also win other 
goodies.  
www.facebook.com/waimakaririlibraries

Words: Michelle vernal
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Dan Rosewarne lives in the Belfast area with 
wife Sheree and their two young children.  
He is currently a serving soldier at Burnham 
Military Camp, has served overseas and was 
involved in the Defence Force response to 
the Kaikoura Earthquakes and the Port Hills 
fires.
 “It is these experiences that have shaped my 
views on the importance of equality, social 
justice and providing opportunities for 
everyone to get ahead.”
While new to politics, Dan says his personal 
experiences of a battle with leukaemia and 
trying to provide for a young family has 
made him aware of the challenges faced by 
many Kiwis. 
“My family knows how hard it is to cover the 
cost of living even on two wages.”
Dan sees a lack of mental health services as 
a major issue for Waimakariri, with a lack 
of funding for a community-based mental 
health service in North Canterbury and a 
lack of resources for the Rangiora Health 
Hub.

“Labour will establish a two-year pilot 
programme of primary mental health 
teams at eight sites across the country to 
work with GPs, PHOs, DHBs, and mental 
health NGOs. These sites will be selected to 
meet high needs populations, including the 
Canterbury region, which has seen a surge 
in mental health needs. The programme is 
expected to help nearly 40,000 people get 
the assistance they need for each year of the 
pilot.”
Dan’s interests include spending time with 
family, the outdoors and “socialising with 
friends over a cold beer.” 

Looking to purchase a new 
home and want to access 
better interest rates?

Talk to me about how 
you can pay off your 
mortgage faster...

your mortgage

Phone: 027 242 3211

Want to know about Kiwisaver Homestart 
Grants for your first home?

Lorinda Harrington 
the broker ltd

News

BOWEN THERAPY Gentle bodywork for any 
age and any condition. Nutritional tonics 
and stress management can be used to aid 
the healing process. Ring your professional 
practitioner, Johanna Lettink on 312 1316.

MANUKA HONEY and other New Zealand-
made skincare ranges for men and 
women. Homeopathic remedies for the 
whole family. Also Kings Seeds. Route 72 
Cafe Bar Emporium, Cust. Ph: 312 5595.  
Email: route72@clear.net.nz.

AGAPE DANCE ACADEMY Beautiful ballet, 
fun Jazz & Contemporary and Tap Dancing for 
3yrs to adult in Oxford. Ph. 021 049 1315 
Miss Belinda

Major parties confirm candidates
Observer writer, Kirstyn Barnett, finds out who is standing for election in Waimakariri.

Two major parties have been the first to confirm Waimakariri electorate candidates, 
with incumbent National MP Matt Doocey reconfirmed to stand and newcomer Dan 
Rosewarne to stand for the Labour Party. Candidate nominations close August 29.

Waimakariri Labour 
Candidate 

Dan Rosewarne

Matt Doocey became MP for Waimakariri 
in 2014 and lives in Rangiora with wife Viki 
and their two young children.  
He met Viki in the UK while working for 
the British National Health Service and 
returned home “to the place that gave me 
the best start in life.” Matt has a BSc (Hons) 
in Social Policy, an MA in Healthcare 
Management from Kingston University in 
London, and an MSc in Global Politics from 
Birkbeck College, University of London.
Matt believes being accessible as an MP is 
very important, and attends events regularly 
in the Waimakariri Electorate, including 
the reopening of the Oxford Town Hall.  
His caravan is parked monthly outside the 
Oxford Butcher Shop for people to drop 
in, and he holds regular evening meetings 
and an over 65s coffee meeting in Oxford.  
He also advocated with the CDHB for 
better after-hours medical services and was 
delighted when they confirmed an increase 
in North Canterbury services at his meeting 
on public health.
He says maintaining a strong rural economy 
as vital to the district.  “When farming does 
well, the whole country does well. Similarly, 
when farming does well in Waimakariri, the 
whole district benefits.  We need to remain 
focused on ensuring NZ is best placed to sell 
its products to overseas markets, thus 

ensuring more jobs and higher incomes for 
us here.”
He plans to continue advocating for more 
infrastructure spend on transport, school 
classrooms, ultra-fast broadband, water 
management and affordable housing.  
“Waimakariri has benefited [from 
government infrastructure spending] with 
$400m being spent on the Western Belfast 
Bypass Motorway opening later this year and 
the Northern Corridor Motorway opening 
in 2 years.  Ten Waimakariri Schools are 
opening new Modern Learning Classrooms 
this year, including Oxford Area School.”
In his spare time, Matt is an avid Crusaders 
supporter and likes taking his young family 
on outings in the great outdoors.

Waimakariri National 
Candidate 

Matt Doocey

Learn to crochet, knit, & silk ribbon 
embroidery classes

Coffee mornings: Friday & Saturday 10am-12pm
SIGNUP NOW

36 Church St, Oxford 
Ph: 027 272 3913 or 312 3410

www.jannzcraftstore.com 

July 29, 2017

Sale of Linen, Fine China
 & More

 
 

10am at the Lyceum Club
Oxford Union Parish

 Main Street Oxford
Fundraiser to Upgrade Church Facilities 

SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER
When you advertise in the Observer you 

support your local community with local news, 
feature stories, information and events.

The Observer is an independently owned and 
operated newspaper and relies completely 

on the support of local businesses.
CALL US ON 0800 627 378 37 

(0800 OBSERvER)
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www.sheffieldpieshop.co.nz
  78 Main Street, Oxford •  Phone: 03 312 4397

Hours: Mon-Frid 6.30am - 4pm • Weekends 7am - 4pm
Follow us on facebook for up to date specials and products!

Hot Soup Every Day, Stuffed Sausages, Toasties, 
Famous Pies, Pizza, Burtons Coffee...  
Everything you need to keep warm!

Did you know we can provide cakes and catering options available 
for special occasions? Come in and get a brochure today!

2171 Clintons Road
www.theoaksofdarfield.co.nz

  

  • • •

Let your business be seen!
Book your space TODAY!

Email: advertise@oxfordobserver.co.nzDining & Entertainment

Robin Hood revisited 

Farm plantings on the Canterbury Plains or High Country are my specialty. 
Bring your plans or photos to me or I can come to you.

PLANT SUPPLY FROM $2.55 plus GST PER PLANT, 
THAT MEANS $2.85 plus GST PER SQUARE METRE

For advice on the RIGHT PLANTS in the RIGHT PLACE at the RIGHT PRICE 

• Shed and laneway plantings
• Shelter belts
• Workers cottages

• Water ways &
• Revegetation plantings

FARM PLANTING PROJECTS

Call Dave Sligh on 03 318 0081 or 027 228 8867 

“Canterbury Plains and High Country 
Farm Plantings a Speciality...”

The merry men of Nottingham are back in Rangiora this school 
holidays – or should that be merry women?
Sixteen-year-old Summerhill local Hannah Powell was delighted to 
be cast as “Little John” and says she likes her character a lot.  
“She’s a bit like me - not so reckless, more careful. Our director, Paul 
Johnson, let us play the character in our own gender, so none of the 
roles were gender locked. One of the best things about Little John is 
that she has a wicked quarterstaff weapon, meaning that I get to try 
a bit of fight combat in the show.”
Those expecting the traditional show may be surprised, as the entire 
script is rewritten with rock music songs and rap dialogue.  “The 
energy from everybody is electric,” Hannah says.  
Hannah started at Hartley School of Performing Arts six years ago, 
and before that enjoyed drama at Cust School. “My first show was 
Cinderella; I was a rapping maid. Since then, I’ve performed in The 
Snow Queen (2014), The Wizard of Oz (2015), Peter Pan (2016) 
and currently Robin Hood.”  She took her first Trinity Drama exam 
last year and is studying towards Level 8 for November.  She also 
recently performed in “High School Musical” with Rangiora High 
School and is part of the senior theatre sports team.
Outside of theatre, Hannah loves writing and photography and has 
ambitions to go into film and theatre studies in Wellington.  She 
hopes her theatre experience will give her a further advantage and 
more contacts in the industry.
“Being able to perform as Little John alongside my very talented 
friends in Robin Hood is a privilege in itself.  We are a pretty tight 
community at HSPA.”  Hannah hopes all her friends will come to 
see the show, which is playing 12-15 July at the Rangiora Town Hall.

“Little John has a 
wicked quarterstaff  

weapon. I get to try a 
bit of  fight combat in 

the show.” 
Hannah Powell

Words: Kirstyn Barnett

The quirky handcrafted chair on 
display at Marmalade Clothing & 
Curiosities is linked to Oxford’s 
historical past. 
The macrocarpa beam that makes up 
the back of the chair came out of the 
old Oxford supermarket, which was 
previously the Farmers Co-op building. 
Mount Thomas craftsman, Nigel Wilson, 
created the chair to help raise much-need 
funds for Arts in Oxford gallery, which 
has recently had its funding cut.
The chair is being raffled, and tickets can 
be purchased at Marmalades. 
Store owner Jessica Fearnley says the 
raffle is just $5 for two tickets with all 
the proceeds going directly to Arts in 
Oxford.
“People can also take a selfie in the chair,

A chair with history

Cool chair: Jackson Riches 
poses on the chair being 
raffled to raise funds for 
Arts in Oxford.

and post it on Facebook to get a third entry free at 
marmaladeclothingNZ or redlionworkshop.”

Adventurous rocks for kids
In conjunction with Oxford Rocks NZ, 
Marmalade is also running a fun competition 
for kids during the school holidays. 
“Kids can collect a special rock from the shop during the holidays to 
take on an adventure,” says Jessica Fearnley. “They can then post a 
photo or drawing of the adventurous rock on Marmalade or Oxford 
Rocks NZ’s Facebook page.” The most imaginative adventures will 
win a kids’ goodie bag from Marmalade!
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STATIONHOUSE CAFE

Moana, Lake Brunner
Ph: 03 738 0158

“Dining with a view”
Lunch, brunch, morning or afternoon tea

Farm Fresh Flavour
Fresh to Your Plate...

Oxford Butchery Ltd
Ph. 312 4205              

Fax 312 1220
44 Main Street, OXFORD

3rd Generation Family Butchers

Quality Meat & Smallgoods
Award Winning Old Fashioned,        

Dry-cured Bacon & Ham
From Paddock to Freezer - we can 

homekill and process your stock ready 
for the freezer - bookings essential 

FRiDAY NiGHT SPECiAL Burgers, Fries, and 
Beer $20. Lots of  choices. Dine in or takeaway. 
Breakfast and lunch available Tuesday to 
Sunday at Route 72, Cust. Ph: 312 5595 or 
visit: www.route72.co.nz.

Email: info@oxfordfarmersmarket.co.nz
www.oxfordfarmersmarket.co.nz

Support and enjoy 
your local market

Every Sunday 9am to 12pm
Main Street Oxford

EFTPOS AVAILABLE

FrEE TIckETS TO gIVE AwAy
To go in the draw draw each month to win 
free tickets to the Oxford Wearable Arts on 

Saturday, August 26, 2017
bring along bring in a picture of either 

Wearable Art, High Fashion.  
It can be a drawing you have created, or a 
picture from a magazine, or a photograph.  

Make sure you put you name and a contact 
phone number on the back.

www.facebook.com/
oxfordfarmersmarketnz

Proud Sponsors of  Oxford wearable Arts 2017

BE 
in to 

wIN

design entry 
competition

Come up with a wearable 
art design for the Market 

Day category. The winning 
idea will receive their 
entry fee and a small 
contribution from the 

Oxford Farmer’s Market. 
For more information, see 

Kathi at the market.

News

SHARE YOUR Tell us what’s happening in your 
area, your club, group or business.
Email: news@oxfordobserver.co.nz

Remember the days of knuckle bones and 
marbles?  
Fidget spinners are the latest fad to hit 
primary schools, and they have created 
debate amongst educators as to whether they 
help or hinder children’s learning.  
Originally designed in the 1970s by 
Catherine Hettinger to entertain her 
daughter, there are claims that the device 
helps children with autism or ADHD to 
calm down, while others say the device 
is stopping children from concentrating 
on their studies.  Some local schools have 
banned the device, so we asked schools in 
our area for their thoughts.
Swannanoa Principal Brian Price believes 
fidget spinners are sometimes useful.  “Some 
teachers use them to help with learning, for 
example, set the figure spinner going and try 
to complete as many maths problems as you 
can before it stops.”  He acknowledges they 
can be a distraction, however, believes there 
are many distractions in class, and it is up to 
the teachers to set rules to manage this.
“Fads are nothing new, and these will come 
and go, but it is up to the school to turn 
these into learning opportunities, which is 
part of our craft - we had a Year 8 construct 
his own fidget spinner from his scooter and 
cable ties - what a legend!”  
Mr Price finds the toughest issue to date 
with them is ownership and getting lost, so 
will monitor the situation.
“At least they are not as bad as the Chatter 
rings of the 2000s, please may they never 
return,” he says.
Oxford Area School Principal Mike Hart has 
a similar opinion.

“Fidget spinners are the latest craze. 
Unfortunately, they haven’t been around 
long enough for solid research to be carried 
out on the effects it is having on children.“
His staff see fidget spinners in the same light 
as toys. “If they are a distraction in class 
students will be asked to put them away or 
confiscate them - no different to a student 
bringing a toy car to school and spinning the 
wheels on it. “
“A blanket ban on fidget spinners may 
not solve the problem of distractions; they 
may only be replaced by the next fad.  Our 
teaching staff are skilled enough to determine 
what is distracting and our students need 
to respect the decision as it is in their best 
interest.”

Fidget spinners – friend or foe?
Words & Photo: Kirstyn Barnett

Edcuational or a distraction: Principals from 
local schools are keeping an open mind on the 
latest craze, fidget spinners, to hit the school scene. 

Fresh, real 
milk direct 

to you 
at the farm 
dispenser  

Real milk. For a naturally better life.
www.facebook.com/CavanFarmFreshMilk

Self Service
OPEN 7 DAYS 7am - 9pm

Phone 027 630 2230
56 Ashley Gorge Road, Oxford

2km off the Main Street

Real milk from our happy,
 free-range, grass-fed cows...

Previously Oxford Village Milk

LiNE ADvERTiSEMENTS (CLASSiFiEDS) 
Book your next advertisement online at 
www.oxfordobserver.co.nz
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Country Lifestyle horses

With grazing becoming more and more restricted and intensive, 
the days of throwing a horse out into the paddock and expecting 
him to be healthy on grass alone are gone.
Horses evolved to eat the type of sparse vegetation growing in the 
arid, high desert biome (ecosystems) such as in the U.S. Great Basin, 
Kazakhstan and Mongolia.
Not only is the vegetation dried off and hard to find - requiring 
movement over many kilometres, but there is a multitude of species 
to pick and choose from.
For a short period, in spring and autumn, the growing vegetation is 
green and high in potassium while correspondingly low in sodium. 
It is at these times that horses and other herbivores seek out salt 
(Sodium Chloride) – found either in salt marshes or deep-rooted 
plants. Maintaining a sodium/potassium balance is vital for all 
mammals.
Problems that occur with our domestic horses 
Although horses can excrete the excess potassium over the short 
bursts of spring and autumn growth, most New Zealand owners are 
grazing pastures that are growing rapidly all year round.
Add to this the excess nitrates from urea fertilisers, overgrazing, 
commercial feeds (equine fast food) packed with soy, molasses, 
lupins, Lucerne, etc. (all high in Potassium) and the horse’s system 
soon becomes overloaded and unable to cope. 
This imbalance affects the nerves and muscles of the horse resulting 
in an array of issues ranging from Laminitis (inflammation of the 
laminae in the hoof and extremely painful for the horse) to muscle 
tightness, head flicking, being over-spooky, and even colic. 

Keeping your horse healthy

SHELLY’S FEEDS
Crushed Barley 25kg Bags $15
Whole Barley 25kg Bags $14
Whole Oats 25kg Bags $15 

Crushed Oats 25kg Bags $15 
Wheat 25kg Bags $16.50

Phone Shelly
027 920 1738

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
Delivery can be arranged in other areas.

So what can you do to help keep your 
horse healthy on grass? 

Feed plenty of  hay (clover-free), keep hard feeds plain and add salt to the 
feed along with a high spec mineral designed for NZ conditions. 

Encourage your horse to move in order to get fed and watered.

Words & Photos: Cathy Dee

HORSE RIDING
Lessons and trekking

Over 80 well schooled horses
available or BYO

After school lessons

Dressage, Show jumping and 
Cross country

Weekend courses

School holiday courses

Accommodation for up to 30 guests 

Kowhai Residential School of Riding Ltd
711 Island Road, Oxford

Ph 312 4309 www.kowhai.co.nz















E: jeremy.roberts@thelads.co.nz
PH: 03 310 2392 

Open 6 days a week

1673 MAIN ROAD, 
CUST

$46.50*
per bag

Fiber protect
for optimum horses’ health

$24.50*
per bag

coprice DoG FooD
20kG varieties

This 
month’s 
specials

*While stocks last

*While stocks last
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For Beautifully Handcrafted Books 
Tessa Warburton 
BOOKBINDER
• Restoration
• Repair
• Private Tuition
Phone: 03 312 4399/027 419 6311
Email: tessawarburton@gmail.com

Arts

ARTS  IN  OXFORD  
invites you to a 

Panel Discussion on braided rivers 
and their migratory & river birds

A wide-ranging discussion including 
climate change and conservation tools to prevent 

extinction and enhance species recovery
 3 pm, Saturday 15th July

in the Gallery
Free admission

Panel:   
Sonny Whitelaw, Braided River Aid

Sarah Ensor, Department of Conservation
Stephanie Galla & Tammy Steeves, School of Biological 

Sciences at the University of Canterbury.

Arts in Oxford  72 Main Street  Oxford
artsinoxfordgallery@gmail.com

03 312 1639

Pied Stilts Flight Path, a print by K M Reilly

A true animal lover, 
Justine Woosnam is a 
talented artist.
Her drawings and 
paintings ‘sing’ with a 
crispness of colour and 
vibrancy that brings her 
subjects to life. She uses 
Faber Castel Polychromos 
coloured pencils, lead 
pencil or acrylic paint.
Born in Takapuna NZ, 
Justine moved with her 
family to Australia, where 
she studied graphic design, 
majoring in illustration at 
TAFE in Perth.
Justine’s love of animals 
saw her become a zoo 
keeper– a job she did for 
eight years. This work formed the basis of 
many of her paintings and drawings.
Initially, she worked at Orana Park, caring 
for a huge variety of animals along with NZ 
native birds. It was there while training in 
the carnivore section that she was offered a 
job at Auckland Zoo where she was involved 
with the Sumatran tiger breeding program. 
Justine was one of only two keepers to work 
closely with the female tiger after she gave 
birth to three critically endangered tiger 
cubs. She was also a primary cheetah handler 
and formed a very close bond with the two 
male cheetahs at the zoo. 
While she was at Auckland Zoo, Justine 
organised an exhibition of her work, which 
raised $5000 for conservation through the 
sale of her paintings and drawings. 
Justine says “the days at the zoo were

amazing and although I miss the animals, 
I now have a lot of great photographs and 
pictures as references that I will be painting 
and drawing in the future. I try to capture 
their personalities in my images.”
Justine works from home on commissions 
of (mostly) dogs, cats and horses, which she 
photographs first to use these images as a 
base for her paintings.
To view Justine’s work, phone  021 0228 
4897.

Words & Photo: Cathy DeeFor the love of animals

Passion for  animals and art: Justine Woosnam uses acrylic paint, 
coloured and lead pencils to bring her animal artwork to life.

Gallery 
News
With Celia Wilson

 

Seeing Red 
22 July to 23 August 

Charlotte Davis and Jan Robertson 

Paintings and an Installation 

Opening Talk at 3 pm Saturday 
22nd July 

72 Main Street Oxford    www.artsinoxford.com     Ph: (03)3121639 
 

First, we have had a wonderful response to 
the #TheFlockNZ workshops, with many 
colourful and amazing birds being made.  
We are holding two more ‘Flock’ workshops 
on 11th and 12th of July in the gallery 
workshop if you missed the previous ones.  
There is a lot of inspiration to be gained 
by seeing the prints in “The Rivers from 
the Shore” and “Flyways Print Exchange” 
exhibitions finishing on July 18.  
As part of the migratory theme at the 
gallery, we are hosting a panel discussion 
on Saturday 15, July at 3 pm.  A great 
opportunity for you to learn more about 
the birds and our braided rivers.  Come and 
quiz the experts!  Free admission.
Our next exhibition, by Charlotte Davis 
and Jan Robertson, art teachers at Oxford 
and Rangiora schools respectively, is titled “I 
See Red” and will feature paintings and an 
installation.  I am wondering what that will 
be about – but it should be good!



10     JULY 2017       oxfordobserver.co.nz 

    Driveways      Site Preparation
    Entranceways         Retaining Walls
    Asphalting      Kerb & Channelling
    Sewer          Soak Pits

And everything from Farm Tracks & Effluent 
Ponds to Construction & Interior Finishes. 

 GREAT PEOPLE +
GREAT SKILLS = 
 GREAT RESULTS! 

Earthworks – for Commercial - 
Residential and lifestyle blocks
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✓

Ph 03 313-1670 Baydon 027 405 9910
Email : info@bayphil.co.nz

Quality First
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53 Main Street, Oxford
7 Days 10am − 5pm 

Ph 03 312 3432
www.emmasatoxford.com

Your Local Independent 
Bookseller & Gift Shop since 2007

NEW 
SEASON

Let us keep you cozy this 
winter with our beautiful 

clothing range.

 Come in and choose 
from some of our favourite 

and best selling books

53 Main Street, Oxford
7 Days 10am − 5pm 

Ph 03 312 3432
www.emmasatoxford.com

Your Local Independent 
Bookseller & Gift Shop since 2007

NEW 
SEASON

Let us keep you cozy this 
winter with our beautiful 

clothing range.

 Come in and choose 
from some of our favourite 

and best selling books

In-store now!
53 Main Street, Oxford

7 Days 10am − 5pm 
Ph 03 312 3432

www.emmasatoxford.com

Your Local Independent 
Bookseller & Gift Shop since 2007

NEW 
SEASON

Let us keep you cozy this 
winter with our beautiful 

clothing range.

 Come in and choose 
from some of our favourite 

and best selling books

The Big Splash!

In conjunction with the 
Rangiora Winter Festival

Register to 
jump for 
Charity 

now!

rangiorapromotions@gmail.com
www.rangiorapromotions.co.nz

Advert Sponsored by

WDC Council Lawn
High Street, Rangiora

Saturday 29 July
1:00pm - 3:00pm

Winter Themed

Jump for cash for the 

Rangiora Stroke Club
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Locals in Focus

Council Talks Rubbish and Seeks Feedback on Options
Kitty Waghorn, Solid Waste Asset Manager

The Waimakariri District Council has reviewed its Waste Management and Minimisation Plan 
and looked at ways our District could better manage rubbish in the future. One way we can 
reduce waste going to landfill, is by collecting compostable waste at kerbside. 

Feedback is being sought on how many choices should be offered to people for a kerbside collection service. 

A.  One standard service – the current service: yellow recycling bin for recycling (already included with rates), and  
      black WDC rubbish bags (user pays). 

B.  Two service choices – yellow recycling bin (included) with the choice of WDC bags or a red bin for rubbish.

C.  Four service choices – yellow recycling bin (included) with the choice WDC bags or a red bin for rubbish and/or a  
     green bin for organic waste. 

Of the 17,000 tonnes of rubbish sent to the Kate Valley Landfill from the Southbrook Resource Recovery Park in the 
last year, a total of 45% - or 7,650 tonnes – comes from the Districts kerbside collections, and a large percentage of 
that waste is compostable. 

If the District doesn’t reduce waste going to landfill on a ‘per head’ basis, it will simply increase as its population grows. 

Compostable organic waste (both garden waste and food waste) accounts for 61% of the rubbish collected at 
kerbside so removing organics from the waste stream is the logical next step to greatly reduce the amount of waste 
our District sends to the landfill. The simplest way to encourage households to separate their organic waste from 
rubbish at their homes, if they don’t already do this, is providing them with a bin for organic waste.

An online calculator can be used to estimate the cost of your preferred choice, and you can have your say at 
waimakariri.govt.nz/rubbish, or visit any Council Service Centre or Library for more info.

“Wwwrrooooowoooww” The shrill sound 
of the fire siren sends Mike and Chris 
Neeson running.  
The pair is the only husband and wife team 
to both be active volunteer firefighters in 
Canterbury.
Mike met Chris in Franz Josef, while she 
was working as a waitress on her OE and 
Mike was a ski-plane pilot. The couple lived 
in Mt Cook and Te Anau before moving to 
Canterbury in 1983.
Mike started as a fire service volunteer in 
1976, while Chris joined the Cust fire service 
in 1994 when their two sons were older.  
“They (the fire service) seem to be having 
fun, and I was available daytime,” she says.
Every Thursday night the pair gear up for 
practice, which can range from skill sessions
to active scenarios.  
Being a small team, the Cust Volunteer Fire 
Brigade know each other well, and while 
able to cover all situations, each member 
tends to have his/her own strengths. 
“I can drive the truck, but others are more 
experienced,” Chris admits.  
“Chris is great at first aid,” Mike chips in.  
The Cust brigade has also had father/
daughter and father/son combinations, and 
members who are third generation, with the

Firefighting team
Words: Kirstyn Barnett

Shared passion: Mike and Chris Neeson, the only active volunteer husband and wife firefighting team in 
Canterbury, live their lives around the sound of  the local Cust fire siren. Photo supplied.

fourth generation keen to start.
The couple admits that everything they do 
is planned around the fire alarm.  “We have 
had guests over, and had to say “dinner’s 
in the oven – help yourself!”  Their friends 
are very understanding and know that 
emergencies come first.
In total, the pair has given 64 years of service 
to the NZ Fire Service with Chris close to 
her 25 year anniversary. 

“When I reached 25 years’ service, Chris got 
a bunch of flowers,” Mike relates.  “So Chris 
has to stay on for two more years, so I get 
my flowers!”
Want to join the Cust Volunteer Fire Brigade 
or donate to their fundraising?  See their 
Facebook page or contact 312 5898.

Know someone in the community who has an interesting 
story to share? Email: news@oxfordobserver.co.nz
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P

P
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Call Lee today for a free no obligation Market Appraisal

Waimakariri Realty Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008

THINKING OF SELLING?
WANT SUCCESS?

Licensed Sales Consultant
m: 021 0242 5973   p: 03 313 9977
e: lee.taylor@waimakrealestate.co.nz

Waimakariri Realty Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Lee Taylor

The cornerstone of how I work.

Commitment

Communication

Customer Satisfaction

Call Lee today for a 
FREE, NO OBLIGATION, Market Appraisal

Coming Events

Community  Diary

8-22 JULY Kidsfest. For details, visit: 
www.facebook.com/waimakaririlibraries.

15/16 JULY Kaiapoi Art Expo 10am-5pm at 
Kaiapoi Club.

15 JULY Panel discussion on river birds and 
braided rivers, 3pm at Arts in Oxford. 

29 JULY Big Splash Fundraiser for the Rangiora 
Stroke Club, 1-3pm at WDC Council Lawn, High 
Street, Rangiora.

29 JULY Sale of  Linen, Fine China & More, 10am 
at Oxford Union Parish.

6 AUGUST Great Oxford Garage Sale,  9am to 
2pm at sites around Oxford township.

26 AUGUST Oxford Wearable Arts at Oxford Town 
Hall.

Community Directory
israeli Folk Dancing Every Thursday in Oxford. 
Easy, enjoyable, suits all levels of  fitness. Enquiries 
to Colleen, ph: 03 928 3733 or 027 428 5824.

Oxford Spinning Group Meets 10am-2pm 
alternate Wednesdays and one Monday/month. 
Social woolcrafting group, beginners welcome, ph: 
312 3345.

Oxford Women’s Forum Meets on the first 
Thursday of  every second month, March-Nov with 
guest speakers, ph: Margaret on 03 312 4478.

Craft Circle Oxford Library every Monday 
10.30am. All welcome. 

Oxford Community Men’s Shed  The Oval, 
Pearson’s Park. Open Tues 7-9pm, Thurs 10am-
2pm and Sat 10am-2pm.

Oxford Community Gardens Meets every 
Thursday 10am beside the Men’s Shed, Pearson 
Park. All welcome, ph: 312 1536.

Women’s institute 1st Thursday of  the month 
1.30pm at Oxford Workingmen’s Club. All welcome, 
ph: Rena on 03 312 4270. 

Cust/Oxford St John Cadet Group and Ambulance 
Supporters Scheme Committee, ph: 3125839 or 
3125538.

Waimakariri Gorge Golf Club Men’s Golf  each 
Tuesday and Saturday groups Tee off  at 12:30pm 
Ladies Golf  each Thursday10am tee off  . All 
welcome.

Oxford Cycle Group Meets at Oxford Farmers 
Market carpark every Monday morning at 9.30, for 
a casual  ride about 1 1/2 hours, then coffee. Ph 
Mary on 03 313 3259.

Yummy Mummy’s Oxford A group that helps 
families with new babies with meals/baking. 
Volunteers always appreciated, ph: Amanda on 
027 490 7052.

Community Directory
Monday Cafe Come along for a chat and morning 
tea at the St James-on-the-Cust hall every 4th 
Monday 10-11.30am. All ages welcome, ph Sandra 
on 03 310 2074.

Cust Craft Group Meets every 1st & 3rd
Tuesday 10am-3pm at the Cust Community Centre. 
All welcome.

Waimakariri Bridge Club Meets every Thursday 
7.30pm at the Waimakariri Golf  Club rooms.

Cust Toy Library Indoor and outdoor toys
for borrow. Open Sat 10-11.30am & Mon
9.30-10.30am at Cust Community Centre.

Scottish Country Dancing Great exercise no 
partners required Tuesdays, ph: Judi on 312 4291.

Waimakariri Bridge Club Meets every Thursday 
7.30pm at the Waimakariri Golf  Club rooms.

Line Dancing Come and join the fun! Oxford Club, 
160 High St. For days and times, ph. Jan: 03 313 
3893.
New To Oxford? Join us for coffee/tea and a chat 
at Cafe 51 on Main Street,10am every 1st and 3rd 
Monday of  the month.

Cake Decorating Fondant Modeling Club. 
Learn the art of  cake decorating - any experience 
welcome, ph: Patsy on 0210 220 1656.

Oxford Squash Club Have Fun! Get Fit! For 
all ages, casual or competition. Club nights 
Wednesdays, 6pm, ph: Fran on 027 222 6753.

Cust Bowling Club Club days Saturday,
Tuesday, and Thursday at 1.30pm. Come along and 
have a go, ph: 312 5892.

Oxford Wednesday Walkers 2-3 hour bush, 
farmland & road walks - start 9.30am, 
ph: Anne on 03 312 4375 or 027 298 7750.

Oxford Senior Citizens Meets every 2nd Weds 
1.30pm at OWMC, ph: Carol on 312 3019. All 
welcome.

Cancer Support Coffee Morning Every 3rd 
Wednesday at Cafe 51 from 10am, ph: Wendy 312 
1330 or Judy 312 4495.

Got a special one-off community 
event coming up?

To advertise your event free, contact us on 
Email: news@oxfordobserver.co.nz

Health, Emergency & Local Services
For the following emergencies, please phone: 111                                             

 • Ambulance        • Police
          • Fire Brigade      • Search & Rescue
Oxford Police Station 
Main Street, Oxford. Phone: 03 312 1050. 
Oxford Community Health Centre, 
39 Park Avenue, Oxford Phone: 03 312 4195                                            
Search & Rescue - For Emergencies, please phone: 111 
For other enquires: contact Ron Ealam 027 2424 907

Lee Taylor Waimak Real Estate
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166 High St, Oxford
(behind Baptist Church)

Need Early Learning?

Ph: 03 312 4757
oxfordearlylearning@xtra.co.nz

• Nursery for 6 months onwards
• Interactive area for 2-3 year olds
• School readiness classroom for 4-6 year olds
• Great teacher/child ratios with passionate staff
• Community focused team supporting
  our families/whanau for over 25 years

Monday to Friday 8.30am - 3.30pm

  
Environment Canterbury
With Councillor
Claire McKay

Fire Report
With Fire Chief
Trevor Ealam

Oxford Museum News

The brigade was called four times in May.  
One call was to assist the Rangiora fire 
brigade at the Natural New Zealand Honey 
fire, one house fire, which was extensively 
damaged, one chimney fire, and one 
controlled rubbish fire with owners in 
attendance.  This brings the total calls for 
the year to 28.

A slim file in the Oxford Museum archives 
tells the story of a notorious confidence 
trickster who made his home in the 
district many years ago.  
Entitled ‘Murray Beresford Roberts’, it 
outlines the life of the self-styled ‘King of 
the Con Men’, who acted as a locum for 
the Oxford doctor, despite having been 
kicked out of medical school for cheating on 
examinations.  
He managed to carry out the tasks required 
of him and was accommodated at a local 
private hotel, being treated ‘like the king of 
Oxford’.  
On a death certificate, Roberts forged the 
signature of the real doctor he pretended 
to be, then headed off to another locum 
appointment on the West Coast.  
His deception was soon uncovered. 
‘Borrowing’ the doctor’s car, he hastily drove 
to Christchurch, then had it railed back to 
Greymouth.  Roberts’ career also included 
passing himself off as a leading light in legal 
and educational circles. 
Come into the Museum and learn more 
about Oxford’s interesting history. 
Open 11am to 4pm every Sunday.

Community News

OXFORD BiRD RESCUE Rehabilitation and 
release for all species of  wild birds at 77 Sales 
Road, Oxford. Ph: 021 292 7861.

Pet Corner
Pets

Can you give Honey 
a forever home?

THiS MONTH’S FEATURED 
Animal Welfare & Rescue Group

Dog Watch Sanctuary Trust: dogwatch.co.nz

Honey is a lab cross. This lovely girl spent 
most of  her life chained but has come out of  
her shell nicely with people and is now a very 
confident dog. Honey needs a caring, loving 
home with a patient and experienced owner 
who will continue her ongoing education and 
socialisation with other dogs. 

Call (03) 981 4708 to meet Honey. 

KEEP EVERYTHING 
A METRE 

FROM THE HEATER

This month’s safety message...

 LANDSCAPING • GARDEN MAINTENANCE • IRRIGATION

AUTUMN GARDEN TIDY 
UP ON YOUR MIND?
For all your gardening needs

CALL US today for a FREE QUOTE 

Ph: 03 310 7624
Mob: 021 724 613

10% DISCOUNT FOR ALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS

Share your NEWS
Email: news@oxfordobserver.co.nz

Ph: 0800 627 378 37 (0800 OBSERVER)

Angel Cats Boarding Cattery
& Pet Supplies (ukmax on Trade Me)

52 Church Street, Oxford
Phone 312 1452 & 0210 424367

Email: angelcats@xtra.co.nz
                      www.angelcats.biz

Eight Months In: Since I have been elected, 
some of you have taken the opportunity to 
share your concerns or to seek information. This 
usually involves connecting you to the people 
who are most likely to resolve or answer any 
concerns, or getting the information you require 
via a Governance request. Another enjoyable 
part of my role is attending various Community 
meetings or public events to speak or as ECan’s 
representative. Meeting with the community, 
learning and listening is valuable to informing 
my decision making at the council table.
Locally, you will see me still involved with 
the Waimakariri Water Zone Committee, 
now as the ECan representative, as the Zone 
Committee and Community, works through 
the sub-regional planning process. 
 Within Council, the roles and responsibilities 
of major portfolios and committees, are 
spread across all Councillors.  My principle 
responsibilities are on the Performance Audit 
and Risk committee, and within the Canterbury 
Water Management Strategy (CWMS) and 
Planning, Consents and Compliance Portfolios.   
Where possible, I attend and contribute to 
other Portfolio briefings, as they are often 
closely related work streams. 
Several significant decisions that Council has 
made recently, which are likely to affect you 
directly include:
• The notification of the proposed
 Regional Pest Management plan for further 
submissions which close on 3rd July.
•  A 3.5% rate rise following submissions
on the 2017/18 Annual Plan, resulting in three 
additional staff to be added to the Compliance 
team.
• Receiving and notifying the independent 
hearing commissioner’s recommendations on 
the Nutrient Management and Waitaki Plan 
Change (PC5) to the Land and Water Regional 
Plan.  
This plan change is very significant, as these rules 
are likely to impact most farming operations 
when it becomes operative in the future.
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2 JULY ~ COMMUNION SERVICE
9.30am at Oxford Union Church, 85 Main Street.

9 JULY - COMbINEd SERVICE
9.30am at Oxford Union Church

16 JULY ~ COMbINEd SERVICE 
KIdZ FRIENdLY

9.30am at St David’s Church, Cust
Also Salvation Army Service 6pm at Oxford 

23 JULY ~ COMbINEd SERVICE
9.30am at Oxford Union Church

30 JULY ~ COMbINEd SERVICE
9.30am at Horrellville Church, Poyntz Road

UniOn (MetHODiSt & PReSbyteRian)

SeRViCeS FOR JUne, 2017

UNION PARISH MINISTER: Rev Laurence Ennor
PH: 03 357 4475  (Home) or 021 233 4687  (Mob)

PARISH CLERK: Anne Croft Ph: 03 312 5513

Physio Direct
• Work and sports 
  related injuries 
• Muscle and joint
  pain
• Massage

• Surgical 
  rehabilitation
• Neck and back
  pain
• ACC accredited

For an appointment call 
0800 55 55 123

1 Redwood Place, Oxford

Rural Physio at YOUR doorstep

Marina Vermaat
64 High Street, Oxford 7430
Ph. 03 312 4731 Mob. 027 311 1140

53a MAIN STREET, 
OXFORD

 HOURS: 
                            

Saturday 9am-1pm
Closed Sun & Mon

Tues, Weds, Thurs 9am-7pm
Frid 9am-5pm

 

   

Church Notices  

Church Notices & Beauty

Baptist Church

Sunday Service
& Children’s Church

10am at 166 High Street

COMMUNITY FAMILY & CHILDREN’S SERVICES

Phone 03 312 4499
www.oxfordbaptistchurch.org.nz

email: office@oxfordbaptist.org.nz

YOUTH GROUP
Years 9 to 13 at 7.30pm on Fridays at the 
Auditorium.

ICONZ ADVENTURE FOR BOYS & GIRLS
Years 2 to 3 Boys, 
Friday night: 6.15pm - 7.15pm
Years 4 to 6 Girls, 
Monday night: 6.30pm - 8pm
Years 4 to 6 Boys, 
Tuesday night: 6.30pm - 8pm
Years 7 to 8 Girls, 
Monday night 6.30pm - 8pm
Years 7 to 9 Boys, 
Wednesday 6.30pm - 8pm

MUSIC & MOVEMENT (0 TO 5YRS)
10am - Open Sessions for all ages

EARLY LEARNING CENTRE
Open 8.30am to 3.30pm for ages 6 months 
to 5yrs. 

CLOTHING & CHRIST 
Tuesdays at the Oxford Baptist Church, 
12.30pm - 3.30pm.

OXFORD MUMS
Every 2nd & 4th Wednesdays in the 
Church Lounge, 10am - 12 noon.

TWELVE BASKETS FOODBANK
We offer care packages for individuals and 
families who are going through a difficult time.  
We are always here to help anyone in need..

‘FOOD TOGETHER’ Fruit & Vege Co-op
Tuesdays at Oxford Baptist Church,
12.30pm-3.30pm Come on down for your fruit and 
veges.
10am - Volunteers packing - would you like 
to help?
11.45-12.30pm  Free community lunch, all welcome
1.00pm - 1.30pm  Alpha Express
For all enquiries contact the co-ordinator, 
Tamar on 027 303 4084.

St Peter Chanel Catholic Parish
Sacred Heart Church, Oxford

Sunday MaSS: 8.30am
EVENING MASS Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7pm

Small Prayer & Reflection Groups

EnquiriES: Waimakariri Parish Ph: 03 313 6285

Held every 2nd Monday July 10 & 24 at 7.30pm. 
ALL WELCOME

Men’s Prayer & Reflection at Oxford Church Centre
 Woman’s Prayer Group at two locations, call Josie 022 089 8331

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL 

COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER
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NEW EXERCISE CLASSES IN OXFORD

Wednesday mornings in the A&P 
Room, Oxford Town Hall

Fun and supportive exercise classes 
for people with:
• STROKE 
• MS  
• PARKINSON’S DISEASE
• CEREBRAL PALSY
• ARTHRITIS
To join the group, 
phone: 027 315 2690
or email: 
hartfieldphysio@gmail.com

Health & Beauty

Get a new 
lease on 
life!

ENROL  
TODAY

Prevent, arrest and even 
reverse chronic disease...

Attend One Free Info Session
Oxford Town Hall Supper Room

Thursday 6 July 1 p.m
Tuesday 11 July 7.30 p.m
Wednesday 12 July 7 p.m

No Booking Required
For more information, call Kerry Gosset on 027 536 5139

Glenda and Donna, 
Rose and Bert 
are Oxford locals 
who took part in a 
Complete Health 
I m p r o v e m e n t 
Program (C.H.I.P.) 
last year. 
The C.H.I.P 
program can 
produce amazing 
results for those 
who are willing to 
take charge of their 
health. More than 70,000 graduates from 
four continents know how CHIP changes 
lives. 
A few simple, painless, and deliberate 
lifestyle choices can make all the difference 
in the world. And it’s done in a community 
program, so there is group support.  
So what are the results of adopting the CHiP 
lifestyle?  
Glenda and the others that attended can tell 
you that it was a life changing event.  Glenda’s 
BP reduced from 190/90 to 152/80. She has 
lost almost 20kgs in weight over the last 12 
months.      
Donna really enjoyed getting to know the 
new recipes and demonstrations of tasty 
health promoting dishes. Rose just came 
along as a ‘tag along Rosie’ for her husband 
Bert and experienced amazing changes 

herself! She has lost almost 30kgs over the 
last year, not a bad byproduct of being a 
support person!   
All four of them have become great advocates 
of C.H.I.P and would highly recommend 
attending the up and coming program.  
Local facilitators, Kerry Gosset and Katie 
Snyder, are looking forward to taking a 
new class through C.H.I.P starting in July.  
They are both passionate about health and 
wellbeing and love to see the folks who 
attend experience a new found lease of life.  
Yes, C.H.I.P really works, and Glenda, 
Donna, Rose and Bert are proof of the 
pudding!  YOU could be the next success 
story for health and wellness in Oxford!  
(See the advertisement below for details of 
upcoming information sessions and contact 
numbers.)  

Life changing event: Locals Glenda, Donna, Rose and Ben experienced 
great results from the Complete Health Improvement Program last year. Photo 
supplied.

The simple straightforward convenience 
of pre-packaged medication, such as 
Medico Pak, makes people’s lives easier by 
reducing the stress that can be associated 
with managing and remembering multiple 
dosage medication. 
Pre-packaged medication:
• Helps long term chronic conditions 
   requiring ongoing complex medication.
• Is convenient for parents with children
   and adolescents who are on a medication
   schedule.
• Is handy for holiday, travelling, or when
   you’re constantly on the move.
• Is ideal for multiple medications or a
   difficult dosage schedule.
• Helps spouses and caregivers who need a
   system they can trust.
Each pack is packed by your pharmacist 
according to your individual prescription so 
that your medication dosage is accurately and 
correctly dispensed. 
Easy to use:
• Daily medication packed in one easy-tear 
   strip.
• Details printed on the back of each pottle
   allow you to check when your medication
   is due.
• Ability to check if you have taken your
   medication.
• Instructions that are clear and easy to read, 
   avoiding confusion.

Keeping 
Healthy
With Tracie Miller
Benefits of pre-packaged medication

49B Main Street

HOURS
Mon - Frid

8.30am - 5.30pm
Saturday

9.30am - 12.30pm

Phone 312 4314

YOUR MEDICATION 
the right dose at the right time everyday

Medico Pak makes 
medication 
perfectly clear

Get a month’s free trial
for new patients 
in July...



16     JULY 2017       oxfordobserver.co.nz 

 

   

ARiSH

Got a broken glass window?
 Insurance Work • Pet Doors • Mirrors
 Single/Double Glazing • Retro Refits 

 Splashbacks • Fire Glass 

Call your local Glazier
Phone Mark 

03 312 3253 or 0272 426368
32 years in the Glass Industry

Operating in Oxford, Cust, Darfield & surrounding areas

Shelley’s 
Glass 
and 

Glazing

Email: trinityscleaningservices@xtra.co.nzPh: Wayne 021 0227 0006

TRINITY’S CLEANING SERVICES
We Strive To Be The Best ~ Canterbury Owned & Operated

• Domestic & Commercial Weekly
   
• Builder’s Cleans
• Rental & Moving House Cleans
• Walls, Ceilings and Ovens
• Domestic & Comercial Windows

Cleaning

www.renewablesolutions.co.nz

• On Grid Systems  
• Off Grid Systems
• Solar Water Pumps  
• Battery Storage
• Registered Electrician
• Canterbury Based 

 SOLAR ELECTRICITY

Phone: 0800 687 388

Call now for a free
assessment

renewable solutions

• New Homes
• Additions & Alterations
• Concrete Laying

• Painting
• Paperhanging 
• Glazing

For all your building requirements, call Ron...

Experienced Builder ~ Ph 027 242 4907

 

• 

 
  

 
 

 

GN Plumbing and Drainage Ltd

Offering initial, routine 
& final inspections on 

tenanted houses, taking 
the hassle out for you!
IDEAL FOR FARM ACCOMMODATION

RURAL
TENANCY 

INSPECTIONS

Call Rebecca on 027 313 2270 
Email: rtil@xtra.co.nz

www.rtil.co.nz

Ph: 03 312 4476
Mob: 027 4969 256

F O R  A L L  YO U R 
L I Q U I D  WA S T E 

R E M OVA L 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Septic Tanks, Grease Traps, Dairy Sumps, Blocked Drains

   Maintenance Reports    Email: speechly@xtra.co.nz

Brian Norton
Craftsman Builder - Over 25 Years Experience
Ph  021 880037 or  03 312 4911  AH
Architectural & Residential Builds  - Farm
Buildings  -  Own Build at 184 High Street

Trades
Building Services Glass & Glazing

Cleaning Services

Solar Power

Tenancy Inspections

Liquid Waste Removal

Plumbing
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Rubbish Collection Services
2016 LTD

Graham & Kim 
Ph: 03 312 4788
4trash@xtra.co.nz

www.4trash.co.nz

Fast,  prompt mobile, onsite service
• Repairs • Upgrades • Virus Removal • 

• Network & Internet Setups • 
• Temporary replacement device available •  

Call ADRIAN on 0275 210 260 or A/H 03 312 5300
 Waimak Technology

Looking after the Waimakariri Region
DROP OFF, COLLECTION OR ON-SITE SERVICE

www.waimaktechnology.co.nz

Computer Repairs & Maintenance
HOME OR BUSINESS  PC, MAC, TABLETS, PRINTERS & MORE ...

• Sales, servicing and repair of all major brands of computers •
• Networking, etc. for home, farm and business •

• Drop into our workshop or call us for a home/site visit •

Come and talk to the real experts

216 High Street, Rangiora (opp Post Office)
Monday-Friday 9am-5.30pm, Sat 10am-2pm
Email: rangiora@ipc.co.nz www.ipc.co.nz

Ph: 03 313 4567
We won’t baffle you with science, just plain simple honest advice

Put the EcoTec “WOW” into your lawn
EcoTec Canterbury offers:
• Lawn preparation
• Hydroseeding
• Fertilising options
• Lawn weed and pest control
Contact Steve 021 191 1214 
for information and a free 
quote...

“For a great looking lawn that 
adds value and utility to your 

home, give us a call today.”

p: 0212 499 495        e: al@almows.co.nz

CUST GARAGE
Hours: 
Mon - Frid. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12pm

Phone: 03 312 5859 / 027 258 8366 
Email: custgarage@gmail.com 

• WOF • SERVICES • MECHANICAL REPAIRS
• BATTERIES • TYRES & PUNCTURES • TOWING

1687 Cust Rd  

open 6 days

www.renewablesolutions.co.nz

• DOMESTIC 
• COMMERCIAL
• AGRICULTURAL 
• SOLAR
• REGISTERED ELECTRICIANS

GENERAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Phone: 0800 687 388
FREE QUOTES

renewable solutions

For all your Electrical Wiring Needs
New Housing & Alterations
Sheds, Barns & Farm Maintenance
Lights, Plugs & Spas
Phones
Free Quotes
Competitive Rates

 027 243 6696 
312 4990

� 

For all your Electrical Wiring Needs
New Housing & Alterations
Sheds, Barns & Farm Maintenance
Lights, Plugs & Spas
Phones
Free Quotes
Competitive Rates

027 243 6696
312 4990

ADvERTiSE? CALL US ON 0800 627 378 37 (0800 OBSERvER)

Trades

Electrical Services

Mowing/Lawncare Computer Services

Garage Services

Home Decorating
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Driveways AP20    
Driveways/Tracks AP40    
Tracks AP65

DRAINAGE METAL
BOULDERS
RIVER - RUN

Site Excavation, Driveways, Drainage,  
Trenching, Tracks, Dairy Conversion, 

Farmworks, Root Raking 

SHINGLE

021 02258430  or  03 313 2006 
OXFORD

CONTRACTING
ALAN STEEN  

HAVEN
CONTRACTING

Doug Pilbrow

Phone John or Carol 
03 3124747 

Fencing the greater Canterbury Area 

Registered and  
Qualified contractors with 
27 years fencing  
contracting experience.  
John is available to help 
with your planning and  
design. 

 

Ph: 03 3124747 
Cell: 0274 473474 
E: summerfieldfencing@xtra.co.nz 
Web: www.summerfieldfencing.co.nz 

Summerfield Fencing Ltd 
Post Driving 
Sheep Fencing 
Deer Fencing 
Dairy Fencing 
Farm Fences 
Sub-divisions 
Lifestyle Blocks 
Vineyards 
Electric Fences 

Sheds 
Yards 
Animal Shelters 
Post & Rail 
Horse Fencing 
Horse Arenas 
Horse Rail 
Runs 
Fence repair 

Phone John or Carol 
03 3124747 

Fencing the greater Canterbury Area 

Registered and  
Qualified contractors with 
27 years fencing  
contracting experience.  
John is available to help 
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E: summerfieldfencing@xtra.co.nz 
Web: www.summerfieldfencing.co.nz 
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Sub-divisions 
Lifestyle Blocks 
Vineyards 
Electric Fences 

Sheds 
Yards 
Animal Shelters 
Post & Rail 
Horse Fencing 
Horse Arenas 
Horse Rail 
Runs 
Fence repair 

www.summerfieldfencing.co.nz

Ph: 03 312 4747
Email: summerfieldfencing@xtra.co.nzPhone John or Carol 
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Fencing the greater Canterbury Area 
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Qualified contractors with 
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Summerfield Fencing Ltd 
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Post Driving • Farm Fences & Repairs • Sheep, Deer, Dairy & Horse Fencing 
Horse Arenas • Post & Rail  • Electric Fences • Yards • Runs • Sheds • Animal Shelters

• Sub-divisions • Lifestyle Blocks • Vineyards •
Registered & Qualified Fencing Contractors

Hedgetrimming

Arborist

Contracting

Wood Merchants

Fencing

• Shelterbelt & Hedge
   Tree Trimming
• Large Farms, Orchards,
   & Lifestyle Blocks  
• Locally Owned & 
   Operated
• Servicing North 
   Canterbury
• Full Insurance Cover
• Comprehensive Health
   & Safety Systems
• Power Line Clearance
   Operator

Call me today to discuss all your 
hedge & tree trimming needs...

Nick McDonald
Ph: 027 206 1149 or 3125 313

WE OFFER:

Tel: 03 312 6662 Mobile: 027 214 4424
Email: hedgetrimmer@clear.net.nz

Professional Hedge Trimming Service
• Hedges up to 6m high 
• Mulching Head for younger growth 
  - no clean-up required
  - brilliant on Hawthorne hedges
• Gang Saw Blade Head for older growth – less messy
• Top trees up to 150mm in diameter

Lumberjack
arborist services

Felling • Pruning • Topping • Shaping • Milling • Forest Block Thinning

Full commercial insurance
Over 35 years experience

For free quotes and prompt service, call us today
Brian Clark
Phone: 03 312-4688
Mobile: 027 6160192
Email:   lumberjackarboristservices@gmail.com

Problem Trees? • Specialist in Difficult Trees
• Amenity Tree Reduction &
  Shaping
• Hedge Trimming
• Tree Climbing Specialist
• Difficult Shelter Belt Toppings
• Small Branches Mulching
• North Canterbury & Oxford
  based

Fully Qualified Arborist with 
25 years experience

For a FREE Quote 
Call AJ on 027 733 5799

� 

� 
� 

� 

Canvas Specialist

High Country Canvas
Specialists  in  Canvas        Manufacturing

Boat covers  Tarpaulins
Tent awnings  And many more...
Ute covers New & Repairs Welcome

Phone:
Darrin Lord

312 5025
027 238 1624

Trades

Farm & Lifestyle Block Fencing
Post & Rail - Postdriving - Stock Yards - Dairy Conversions

email: info@ruralfencing.co.nz
www.ruralfencing.co.nz

Dave: 310 2320 / 021 101 5731
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• Machinery Repairs  • Welding 
• Lathe Work   • Design 
• Crane Work   • Hydraulic Hose Service 

82 High Street, Oxford 
Email: admin@womersleys.co.nz 

Let us help you with all your 
engineering projects 

Short-shape
white background
version

Short-shape
dark background
version

Long-shape, white  background version

Long-shape, dark background version

COLOURS:
‘Womersley’s’=PMS 2695
Boarder around orange=PMS 2695
Orange=PMS Orange 021
‘Engineered for you’=PMS 2695 on white background, white on dark background

NOTES:
‘Engineered for you!’ is a key element of this logo and must accompany the all aspects of this branding
Variations of the above specifications should be consulted with the designer

Always leave ‘free-space’ around the entire logo when applying the logo to shapes, sign/advert spaces as shown
Free-space is approximately 25% of the entire sign/advert shape. This allows the reader’s eye to focus more
clearly onto the logo and all of it’s elements

Logo designed by Paradox Strategic Management
T: (03) 312 5563, M: (021) 243 5559, E: advice@ThinkFormChange.com

Womersley’s

Womersley’s

100’s of products plus a full range of 
Motor Oils & pipe fittings

Call us on 03 312 4521
Open Mon – Fri 7.00am til 5.30pm 

Saturday 9.00am til 1.00pm for 
hardware sales only

www.womersleys.co.nz

Engineered 
for you

Hiab & 
Engineering 
Specialists

Up to 16 tonne lift

Over 25 Years Experience

Call us today...
TRANSPORT:       Kevin Mackley    027 508 7793
ENGINEERING:    Michael Mackley    027 508 7794
OFFICE: 03 348 8511 
EMAIL: craneandcarry@xtra.co.nz

 

FOR ALL YOUR WATER WELL DRILLING 
& WELL SERVICING REQUIREMENTS

• Submersible Pump Installation & Removal
• Potable Water Testing • Pump Testing 
• Rural Water Supply • Lifestyle Block Supply

FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICE FROM AN EXPERIENCED TEAM

Phone: 027 222 1587 • Email: Malcolm@hydrill.co.nz

Trades
Hardware Supplies Crane Services

Drilling Services

Advertise Now
Call us today to find 
out how we can help 

promote your business

The Oxford-Eyre Community Newspaper             

Great for business, Great for the community

Your 
Local 
Monthly 
Community 
Newspaper 
Independently Owned & Operated
www.oxfordobserver.co.nz

Ph: 03 312 3587
Email:advertise@oxfordobserver.co.nz 

SUPPORT 
YOUR LOCAL 

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
When you advertise in the Observer you support your local

 community with local news, feature stories, information and events.

The Observer is an independently owned and operated newspaper
and relies completely on the support of local businesses.

CALL US ON 0800 627 378 37 (0800 OBSERvER)
Email: advertise@oxfordobserver.co.nz
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Harcourts Twiss-Keir Realty | Your Home For Local Property  Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Harcourts - with you all the way.
twisskeir.co.nz  | 0800 789 1011
Twiss-Keir Realty Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Thank you
Harcourts is proud to have been voted New 
Zealand’s Most Trusted Real Estate Brand in 
the Reader’s Digest Most Trusted survey, for the 
FIFTH year in a row.

Thank you to all our wonderful vendors and  
purchasers, we couldn’t have done it without you.

Oxford 15 Harewood Road
A Real Deal In Oxford! Our vendors are highly motivated to sell 
as they have found their next opportunity, and have ordered the 
packing boxes - so instructions are to sell ASAP so they don’t miss 
out. If your ‘ideal property’ list includes walking distance to a country 
village with a rural aspect, a warm and cosy home with a rustic yet 
modern feel with trees and plantings giving plenty of privacy, with 
the added bonus of a studio, this is the place for you! So phone 
Linda now and discuss how to take the first step to home ownership.

View on line @ twisskeir.co.nz ID# RG8088         Price: $290,000

FOR SALE

For more information and viewing times 
Call Linda Warren-Davey 
P. 03 313 6158  M. 027 3000 145
E. linda.warren-davey@harcourts.co.nz
lifestylelivingwithlinda.co.nz

2 1 12 1 1

As New Zealands largest real estate group Harcourts has more 
offices than any other real estate company,  meaning our property 
management expertise is always local – over the fence, around the 
corner or just down the road from your investment property.
Better Local Property Management.
Talk to one of our friendly and experienced team today on  
03 310 6003 or 027 202 4472. 

Let us keep a close eye on 
your investment

Lynleigh
Hanmer

P. 03 315 7084

Gina
North Canterbury
P. 03 310 6003

Leeann
North Canterbury
P. 03 310 6003

Gordon
Business Manager
P. 03 310 6003

Jill
Christchurch

P. 03 323 6045

twisskeir.co.nz 


